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Of the Unpardonable Sin againſt the 


Holy Gholt, 


Or, The Sin unto Death: 
Wherein is declared, a plain Deſcription of 

It, both Negatively what it is not, and allo 
. | Politively what it is ; and a plain Reuſon 
why it is Unpardonable. With a Word of | 
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The Preface to the RE ADER, 


is, becanſe ſome People have deſired 


fatisfaftion from me what the Sin againſt 7} 


the Holy Ghoſt is, but I could not make a 
full diſcription of it ia ſhort : Therefore 
it came in my mind to inlarge upou It in 
a Small Book, wherein they may receive 
full ſatisfaftion about it, And this I have 
done, not from the Opinions of others, but 
from the true and written word: of God. 
This Sin can be committed but by few, 
and yet ſometimes ſteals into the hearts of 
them that commit it, when they diſcern it 
net. But the Lord of his Mercy keep us 
all, both from that Sin, and .alſo from the 
reign and dominion of every Sin : Which 
that we may do, is the Prayer of 
Tour dear Friend, R. RUSSEL, © 
AUDVEKIAISEMENT. 

Theſe four Books, lately Written by Robert Ruſſel, are ſold by 
J. Blare B19b-ſeller, at the Loihing-Glaſs,on London-bridge. 

1, Tt accepted Time and Day of Salvation ; ſhew- 


ing the goodneſs of God towards Mankind in 
putting an opportunity of Grace into our hands. 

2. The end of Time and beginning of Erernity;ſhew- 
ing that this golden opportunity of Grace will ſoon have 
an end, and then will follow a long Ercrnity 3 With Ex- 
hortations to Redeem Time. 

3+ The Glory of the Sajnrs in Heaven with 7eſus Chriſt, 
and the Eternal Tormeors of the Damned in Hell. 

4+ A little Book for Children and Youth 3 exhorting 
mem to ref:{t the temptations of the. Devil whilſt young. 
Wirh Nm Lellons of Difectzanpby 3vcy ſhall meric E- 
rerual 1.fe. [SER ND 

$5. The Wedding-Gurmert Sent 
of Matrimony ; Delivet'$% 


3 Honourable fare 
Þp-Scrmon. 


if # . i 


HE Reaſon of this following Treatiſe | 


b 


, 


OF THE 


Inpardonable SIN 


Againſt the 


. Holy Ghaſt. 


ir. Foh 5. part of Ver, 16, T here is 
: a Sin unto Death. 


Ris Sin which St. Jobs calls here the 
Sin unto Death, is the unpardonable 
. Sin againit the Holy Ghoſt, deſcribed 

by our blefſct} Saviour, Matth, 12, 32. 
that whoſoever commits it, hath no forgivenels, 
heither in this World, nor in the World to 
tome ;, for, All manner of Sin and Blaſphemy ſhall 

e forgiven unto Men; but the Blaſphemy againſt the 
oly Ghoſt, ſhall not be forgi ven unto Men: And 
e that ſpeaketh a word againſt the Son, it ſhall be 
or given him ;, but whoſoever ſpeaks againſt the Holy 
;holt, ſhall never be forgiven, either in this World, 

| A2 nor 

| 
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Of the Unpardonable Sin 


mr in the World to come, This Sn againſt the 
H ly Gheſt, this is that ſin which St. John calls 
here the Sin unto Decths Not becauſe that (in 
deſerves Death, for ſo does all fn deſerve 
Death, borh Temporal and Eternal ; for the- 
wages of Sin (even all) is Death, Rom.'6, But 
this {in againit the Holy Gheſt :; called, The 
Sin unto Death ;, becauſe it binds a man over 
to Eternal Death, without any poſlibility of 
recovery, Now fome theie are, that go on 
trom- one degree of {in to anorher, they 
eighten ard aggravate their (ins more an 
more, until they are brought to that height 
at Jajt, as to commit that fin, for which 
there 15 Nd forgiveneſs, 

There is no meer Men fince the fall, that 
Cen live without fin, for all are {imners , 
bur yet there arc Cegrees of iin; {ome {10s 
in their own nature are ſmall, others are 
more great and hamous, Many hns there 
are that are great, yet. pardonablF, and one 
{in there 1s unpardonable, and wholoever com- 
mts that one fin, ſhall have no forgiveneſs, 
but muſt for ever bear the weight and pu- 
nil;ment, both of that and all of his other 
{zns. There is ſuch a Im as St, Jobn {peaks 
ef here in my Text, that is, «a Sin ants 
D:ith, 

And now I ome to the Explication of 
the words; from whence 1 tall raiſe this 
point of Doctrine, Doct. 


ITT, 


of 
this 
It, 


againſt the Holy Ghoſt, 
Dot, Thut amongſt other Sinz committed 3y 
fallen Mankind, there is only ene Sin thatis 
a Sin unto Death, ond whoſcever commit- 
teth that, tbe hath no forgiveneſs, neiiher in 
this World, nor in the World to ceme, 


Now for > farther proceeding on the 
Subject, I ſlal lay open ro you, 

Firſt, WW hat the Sin unto De. th 15, 

Secon.l! » That ai} other Sins, how great 
anu huinous forver, may be for; piVen, 


Tvirdl y Thar this Sin alone, (hall never 
be forgiven, 
Fourth!y The reaſon why that Sin aione 


\ 


15 Unpacdo; 1nd then 
L:jlly,, '$ tal concluce all with a few 
Words 0: APPUCATION, 


I ſhail begin firit with the Difcriprion of 
this wipard lonable in; where I (}; Fj endea- 
vour to make as prin a Dijcription of it as 
poilible I can; aud i doing of it, ! thall 
rift thew you Negatively what is not this 
Sin ; Secondly, | fhail ſhew you Politively 
what. it is. 

Firſt, 1 Nail ſhevr you Negatively, 
is not this Si mito De: ith, 
gree 2. Ian W ay {1n , and! ye 
that unpardonable _ ag aint 


what 
or in wha de- 

UUT COMME 
voT% : Hob Giojt, | 


way « * + _ - 


Uf the” Unpar donavue din 


Firſt: It is not every quenching of the 
motions of the Spirit that 15 that 'Sin;. It | 
is true, when the Holy Ghoſt comes with 


a {till voice, and knocks ar the doors gf fin- 
ners hearts'for entrance, he often comes and 
ſtrives - with them, an4 ſecretly wooes and 
beſeeches them to leave their Sins, and be 
Converted, yet they quench and ſtifle all 
his motions, and bare up their hearts againſt 
him, and will not be obedient to his Hea- 
venly Calls; now ſuch {1n grievouſly againit 
the Holy Ghoſt : But yet this alone 1s not 
the unpardonable (ia againſt the Holy Ghoſt ; 
for many who have ſtood it ovt a long time, 
and have often quenched and grieved the 
Holy Spirit," yet at laſt they have been 
wrought upon unto ſincere Converlion.. 


Secondly, A man may commit many hai- 
nous and crying Sins, and yet not be guilty 
of the unpardonabie Sin againſt the Holy 
Ghoſt. A man may be an Idolator, a Whore- 


monger, a Fornicator, a Murderer, and wock '| 


Witch-craft, and Sin with a very high hand, 
nay, he may live in all manner of filthineſs 
and” Jewdneſs, and yet not be under ' the 
guilt 'of the unpardonable Sin againſt the 
Holy Ghoſt, Thus we read, 2 Chron. 33. 
that Manafſes ſinned with a yery high hand ; 
he was an [dolator, an Inchanter, and wars 
ec 
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againſt the Holy Ghoſt, 


ed Witch-crafr, and dealt with Familiar 
- 6 and wrought much evil in the fight 
of the Lord: And Mary Magdaien had ſeven 
Devils caſt out of her, Zuke 8. 2, and yet 
both were pardoned, 


Thirdly, A man may Sin preſumptuouſly 
againſt great Light and Knowledge, and yet 
not commit this Sin unto Death: for Petr 
when he denyed Chriſt , he did it againſt 
great knowle ſe of Chriſt; he knew Chriſt 
to be his Lord and Saviour, he was one of 
Chriſts beloved Diſciples, and. for all thar, 
how ſtrongly he denyed Chriſt, and that 
with an Cath too; and yet for all that, 
Chritt looked upon him with a merciful eye, 
and he Repented, and was forgiven. 


Fourthly;, It is not every malicious Sin 
that is the unpardonuble mate nur the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt ; for Sr. Paul certainly had great 


{ malice in his heart, when he went on fo fu- 


rionſly to perſecute the Church of God ; 
and yet he was Converted , and became a 
Preacher of the Goſpel of Chriſt, which be- 


fore he perſecured, 


Fifthly and Laſtly It is not final Unbelief, 


nor final Impenitence, that is the unpardo- 
able Sin againſt rhe Holy Ghoſt, though ſome 
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of the Unpardona'le Sin 

be of opmion, that it 15 becauſe that - Sin is 
Unpardonable and Chriſt himſelf hath fafd 
Maith, Chai. 12. Ver. 32. That a manner of 
Sin ar.4 Blaſphemy" ſhall be forgiven unto Man, ec- 
cept it be the Sin againſt the Iioly Ghoſt, Bit 
you are to take the words of our ' Saviour 
in their true ſence and meaning; it 1s all 
manner of Sin and Blaſphemy commrred with- 
in the compaſs of a Mans lite, * that ſhall 
be forgiven,” except the Sin againſt the 1o- 
ly Ghoſt ; for the Sin of final Impenitency 
and fnal Unbelief, is not compleared until the 
very moment of a Mans Death, and then you 
all know, th.t there is no Repentance, and 
cniequer.tlv no Pardon after Death, for Chriſt 
Tiith, He tit Sins 149ainſt the Holy Ghoſt, bath 1jo 
forgiveneſs, neither in this 1World, nor in the Il'orlt 
te come, Now why ſhould Chritt fay in this 
World, if there be no ſpace to be forgiven in 
this 'Worl1? bur a Man may commit the 
urps:Jonable Sin againit the Holy Ghoſt, 
eve! many years betore his death, Belides, 
there are many Thouſands that dyc im JIm- 
penttcncy and Unbeliet, and arc Damned, and 
vet never committed the unpardovable Sin 
againſt tie Holy Ghoſt, Thus I have fſhevy- 
et you Negatively what 15 not this unpar- 
donavle Sin, None 91 theſe S3ns in particular, 
;s that Sin, © | 


Secondly * 


f 
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2g4inſt the Holy Ghoſt. 

Secondly : | come now to ſhew you Poli- 
tively what this $i; unto Deatb 18, and where- 
in this unpardonable - Sin 2yainit the Holy 
Gioſt doth conliſt, Now there are leveral 
Opinions in the World about it ; tome ho!d 
one thing, ſome another ; but | have not tune 
nor room to diſpute concerning, 01ers Opiti- 


"ons ahout it; but I will endeavour, through 


Gods help, to lead you to the plain 11git of it, 
by the light of the Holy Scripture. 


Now in the firſt place you muſt know, that 
there are two forts of People' thar cannot 
commit this Unpardonable Sin, Firſt, the 
True Believers cannot commit it. though many 
times, for .their Tryal, God fufiers them to 
fall fouly into many grievous Sins z Yet they 
being, Rooted in Chriſt,. they are upheld b 
free Grace and Mercy, that ey Cannot fall 
into "tht; Unpardonable Sin. Secondly , the 
grolly ignorant cannor commit it becaule it is 
a Sin againſt great Light and Knowledge : In- 
deed, the greateſt part of the World ſhall be 
Damned ; yet amiong'that greateſt part, there 
is but few of them that can- commit that Un- 
pardonable Sin againſt the Holy Ghoſt, 

:0me have both Light and Grace, theſe 
ſ];all not conunit this ' Unpardonable Sin, A- 
pain , Some have neither Lichr nor Grace, 
thele cannot conunit it ; But there are ſome 
again 
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Of the Unpardonible Sin 
agatn that have Light and no Grace; theſe 
are they that are liable to commir the Ur- 
pardonable Sin againſt the Hoiy Ghoſt, Now 
there muſt be two Ingredients to make up 
this Unpardonable Sin ; that is, Light in the 
Head, and Malice in the Heart, without theſe 
two the Sin againit the Holy Ghoſt cannot 
be committed. For to Sin againſt great Light 
and Knowledge, is not that Sin alone ; nor 
yet to Sin Ignorantly out of that Malice, is 
not that Sin; but they muſt joyn both to- 
gether to make up this Unpardonable Sin, 
This we fee plain by the Example of Sr. 
Peter and St. Paul: Peter he denycd Chrilt, 
and for{wore himſelf too, and that grievouſly 
againſt great Light and Knowledge; for he 
knew Chriſt to he the only begotten Son 
of God, and he knew God in him: he was 
one of Chriſte Diſciples, and one of his be- 
loved Diſciples too; [;: was taught of Chriſt, 
and had experimental knowledge of his love 
and fayour, and 'yer he wickedly with an 
Oath denyed him. Now if Peter had done 
this out of Malice and Spight, then he had 
committed that Sin un'o Death, for which 
there is no forgiveneſs, But Peter had no 
Malice in his heart all this while, even ar 
that time when he denyed Chriſt, as you 
may ſee Ma!th, 2g, when "Chriſt told him, 


Before the Cock, Crow thou ſhalt deny me thrice : 
| He 


_ 
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againſt the Holy Ghoſt. 
He anſwered, If 1 ſhould dye with thee, I will 
not deny thee, And then denying him through 
infirmity and weakneſs of the fleſh, when he 
had conſidered what he had done, be went 
out and wept bitterly, ver. 75, And Paul he had 
great Malice and Spight againſt the ways 
and People of God, as you may ſee, Ads 
9. 1. Paul breathed out threatnings and ſlaughter 
againſt the Diſciples of the Lord, and deſired of 
them Letters to Damalcus, to the Syntgogues, that 
if he found any of this waj, whether Men or Wo- 
men, that be ſhould bring them beund to Jeruſalem. 
Now here was great Rage and Malice 1n 
Saul, againſt the ways and People of God ; 
but doing it Ignorantly, he at laſt hearing 
of a voice, ſaying, Saul, Saul, why Per ſecuref 
thou me? and receiving of a Light from Hea- 
ven, - that it was Jeſus that he Perſecuted, 
he was pricked at the heart, and trembling 
and 2 toniſhed, faid, Lord, what wilt theu have 
me to do? Now by theſe two places of Scrip- 
ture, you wy plainly fee that Peter Sinned 
againſt great Light, and Pau! out of great 
Malice, yet none of- them both committed the 
Unpardonable Sin againſt the Holy Ghoſt. 
But whenfoever Light and Malice meets to- 
gether in one Man, then there is the Sin 
againſt the Holy Ghoſt, Now as all other 
v1ns, {0 this Sin againſt the Holy Ghoſt may 
be commirted in Thought, Word, or Action. 
x | Firft 
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Of the Unpardoeitle Sin 

Firſt, In Thonght; that is, when a wicked 
Nan, againſt his clear I:292t and knowledye, 
doth but conceive a miizcious Thoughr of 
Purpoſe towards perſccuting the Gozpe! of 
Chriſt, or of the*Sainrs of Chriſt, to kinder 
the work of the Holy Ghoſt in them, 

Tis Sin, 1s to be thought, was the 'Sin 
of the iofſt Angels, for which canſe they 
were loſt without all hopes of Pardon, Now 
ſome - c1:pace whether their Sin was a Sin of 
the Thought; bur I fay, with all likelihood 
it was; for the Angels being oniy Spirits 
without Bodies, ant fo have 1:0 uſe of bodi- 
ly. Tongnes, it coild not be conmittec in 
Wo: .i, nor yet co#!d they commwir it in Acti- 
on, becauſe they were cait o3t .of Heaven 
betore they could bring” it into praftice, 
therefore it maſt be a Sin of the Jhovghr. 

Now taeir Sin was this, their havitation 
being in the higheſt Heavens, nzxr'ander God 
kimiclf, they” had .excecding great Light and 
Knowicdze, they had more Knowledge than 
all the Men in the World ever had, and were 
happy above all other Creatures; Hut then 
not being contented with rhis Eſtate, rhey 
thought” robe as high as God himſelf ; © there- 
fore malicioully tought to make War azainit 
the Son of God, and -pnt him out of his 
Throne, for which cauſe they were imineci- 
ately thruſt out of Heaven, never more to 

h of . ice 


+ © 


azainſt the Holy Ghoſt, 
ſee the face of _—_— and thus from the 
beginning they nave been counted malicious 


and revengetu!, 2 raging Beat, and a roaring 


Lyon ; tins their 511 being oft rhe {ame nature 
with the Sin againit the fioliv Ghoit, they 
were excluded all hopes ot pardon. 

But the Sn of our fhrit Parents was not the 
unpardonalie Sin againſt the Holy Ghoſt, is 
clear ; for tho' they linned againft great light, 
yet they obeyed, and compiyed with the wil 
of God, even when the Tcmpter came, until 
at laſt they were inticed and overcome > but 
they did not fall maliciouſly, and to were not 
TOE a poilibility of mercy. $ 

Secondly, This Stn may be commutted in 
Word too; that is, when a man ſpeaks blat- 

hemonuly and maliciouſly of Chriſt and his ho- 
y way ; this was the Sin of the Scribes and 
Pharitces, Mark 3. 82, There were certain 
Scribes came and ſid, this Fexew hah Berlzebub 
and cajleth cut Devils y the Þ i:ice of the Drovibts : 
Therefore faich Chritt to them, ver. 28. 29; 
Ferily ] ſry unto you , all Sins fſhil be fqrgiven 
unto the Sons of men, and Blaſphemies, wherewith 


ſoever they ſha'l bMlaſpheme 5, 6:t whoſoever ſhall bl:-ſ- 


þ De 7K? againjl the Holy Gooſt,, bath never forgiveneſs, 
but is in danger of eterial Damnation, | 

Now the rea{on of this {pzech of our bleſſed 
Saviour, is fhewed in verie 20. becauſe they 
ſaid, be bath an unclec:n Spirit;, Which plainly 
lhews, 
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ſhews, that theſe Scribes had ſpoken Blaſphemy 
againſt the Holy Ghoſt. Theſe Scribes were 
great Learned Men, taey could know no other, 
but thar Chriſt was the Son of God, and they 
knew that he caſt gut Devils by the Spirit of 
God; and yet they out of ſpite to Chriſt, ma- 
liciouſly and blaſphemonſly {aid , that he caſt our 
Devils by Beelzebub the chief of Devils : Thus 
theſe Scribes committed the unpardonable Sin 

againſt rhe Holy Ghoſt, and that in Word. 
Thirdly This Sin may be committed in Acti- 
on too; that is, when a man being once 
throughly enlightned, and entered upon a holy 
courſe of Life, and taſted the comforts of Gods 
Spirit, and had {ome foretaſte of the joys of 
Heaven, and not only makes profeſſion of the 
Goſpel, but teaches it to others ; he at laſk 
takes a diſlike of theie holy courſes, and through 
ſpite and malice, utterly forſakes, oppoſes, and 
erſecutes thoſe good ways of God, which he 
efore profeſt and taught : But to fam up this 
point; this unpardonable Sin againſt the Holy 
Ghoſt, is fully deſcribed by the Apoſtle ro the 
H:brews, Chap. 10. 26, 27, 28. For if we fin wilful- 
ly after we have recerved« the knowledge of the truth, 
there remaineth no more ſacrifice for Sin, but a fearful 
looking for of Judgment, and fiery Indignation ;, how 
much ſorer puniſhment ſhall he be thought worthy, who 
bath trodden under foot the Son of God, and counted 
the blood of the Covenant, wherenith be was ſanfifyd, 
: an 


_ againſt the Holy Ghoſt. 
an unboly thing, and have done deſpite to the Spi- 
rit of Grace, Likewiſe, Heb, 6.4, 5, 6. For it is 
impoſſible for thoſe #ho when once enlightned , and 
have taſted of the Heavenly gift, and were parta- 
kers of the Holy Ghoft, and have tated the good 
word of God, and ibe powers of the World to comes 
if they fall away to renew them again to Repentance, 
ſeeing they Crucifie afreſh to themſelves the Son of 
Ged, and put him to open ſhame, | 

Now the Sin againſt the Hely Ghoſt is brief- 
ly this; It is a wiltul and malicious oppoling 
of the known truth, joyned with final Apoſtacy, 

I (hall a little explain theſe words, and then 
proceed, 

Fir#, This Sin unto Death is an oppoſing 
Sin; now to oppoſe a thing, 1s to contradict it, 
or ink it; when a man iays a thing 1s {0 
and fo, he denies it, and fays it is not fo; 
when a man fays a thing tnuſt be done, he ſays 
again, it mult not nor thall not he done ;, ſuch 
an oppoſition 1s 10 the heart of him tnat com- 
mits this unpardonable Hin ;, but a man may. be 
an oppoling man, and yet cannot commit this 
din; therefore, 

Secondly , It 15 the Truth that he muſt op- 
pole ; that is, he muir utrerly oppole and re- 
jet Chrilr, who faid, 1 am the Truth, Joh. 14. 6. 
He oppoſeth ail his threatnings, and will not 
believe his promiſes, 2nd counts him to be a, 
Seducer of the people, and counts the blood 
of 
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of the” Covenant to be any nnholy thing © 
nay, he alſo oppoſes the Spirit of Chriit. 
who 15 the Spirit of Truth ; fo that he will 
not obey his motions, and will not be led 
nor guided by him; but a man may oppoſe 
the 1 rath, and yet do it ignorant ;- theretore, 

Thirdly; It muit be the known truth thar 
he oppoleth 5 he muſt be once enlightned : 
But you muſt know, that it is not only a 
notional knowledge, tor a man may have great 
knowledge, and hamane - Learning, he may 
know much of God, and of his will in the 
Letter of the word,. and yet not be capalle 
of committing rhis unpardonable Sin : Bur he 
muſt be ſo tar enlightned, as to fee the e- 
vil that is in Sm, and' the - excellency of 
Chriſt ; he muſt raſte of «the - Heavenly gifr, 
and be made partaker . of the Holy Ghoſt, 
and taſte of the good' word of God, and the 


Ten" of the World to' _ and by the 


lood of the Covenant, which he counts as 
an unholy thing,” he is in part {anRifed and 
cleanſed trom many Sins, he niu{t have {weet 
communion with God in his word and Sacra- 
ments; he nwſt have {ore taſte of the love 
and favour of God.” and comforts of his Spi- 
rit, and be refreſhed by it, and taſte of the 
joys of Heaven, and” have ſome fore-taſte of 
the happineſs of the Worll to'come, 


Thus 


againſt the Holy Ghoſt. 
 This1s that light and knowledye that lays # 
| Man open to the committing of that Unpardo- 


| hable tin ; But yet a Man may lin againſt all 
this light and experiamental bong and 
yet do it through the weakneſs of the eſh, or 
through ſome violent temptation, as Peter did 
when he denyed Chriſt; therefore, 

Fourthly, He muſt oppoſe the known truth 
willtully ; he muſt willtuily fall away, after he 
kath received the knowledpe of the truth ; 0- 
ther {ins are commited through infirmiry, bur 
this (in 15 willful ; the will is the chief actor in 
it ; and td compleat and make up this Uupar- 
donable (in, there is, 

Fifthly, Malice in the heart ; without this, 
this (in cannot be committed ; 1t muſt be a ma- 
licious oppoling of the known truth ; that 1s, 

an 


when a being once enlightned, and taſted 
of the Heavenly gift,and the good word of God; 
and have been made Partakers of the Holy 


$6527, and have had fome fixcet relith and fore- 


taite of Heaven, he come art laſt to take a dillike, 
and to hate the Holy ways of God, and malici- 
oglly oppoſe and perſecure them, and ro dge de- 
_ to the Spirit of Grace, Crucifyng afreſh 
the Hon of God, and putting him to open ſhame, 
Now & Man having gone thus far. te comes 

n the laſt place to be an Apoſtate; for thus tg 
oppole.,;- thus willtutly and maliciouſly to op- 
= the known truth, is always joyned with 
nal and total ae 5 for he that is ( far 
TT enlughtned, 


Of the Unpardonable Sin 


enlightned, as to {ee the evil of {in, andthe ex- 
celleacy of Chriſt and Holinel(s, and been madef 
partakers of the Holy Ghoſt, of his Graces and? 
Comforts, and raſterh of Cods love and favour 
in Jeſus Chriſt, and has ſome fore-raſte of the 
Joys of the World to come ; now for ſuch a one} 
Williully, Spnefully, and Maliciouſly to fall a 
way, he io falls, as never to rite more : Ir js 
true, the Children of God fall, and thar often, 
and yet riſe again; but when they fall through 
weakneſs of infirmity, and not willfully and 
maliciouſly > bur theſe wicked wretches fall 
wiilfully and malicioutly, and fo fall finally, 
Againſt ſuch the door of 1nercy is for ever that ; | 
concerning ſnch St. Peter faith, It had been ber- 
ter for them not to have known the way of Righteouſ- 
#eſs, then after they have known, to turn from the Holy 


Commandement delivered unto them : But it mppen 
p, 


unto them according, to the true Proverb, The 
Dog is turned to his vomit again and the Sow that 
was waſhed, to ber wattowing in the Mire, 2, Pet, 2, 
21, 22, There is ſuch another dreadful place 
of Scripture again{t theſe kind of Apoſtates ; 
that i% Heb. 10. 26, For if we fin willfully after we 
have received the knowledge of the truth, there remains 
no m8 ſucrifice for ſin, but a fearful locking for of 
Fulzemert and fiery Indignation, T has I have g1- 
ven you five ſteps, as {0 many links in a Chain, 
all which makes up rhe unpardonable linapainſ 
the Hy Ghojt, It 1s a Willful and Malicious vp-' 
pdling of -the known truth, joyned with fmal 

| Apoltacy, 


1e ec-| 


agxinſt the Holy Ghoſt. 


Apoſtacy, Thus I have ſhewed you as Plain as 
] can, what this {n unto death is; Now to 
proceed : . 

Secendly, The next thing to be conſidered, 
15, that all other Sus or Blaſphemies whatlo- 
ever, may be forgiven, be our (ins never fo great 
and many ; tho? we be the vileit wretches that 
ever lived, yet there is hopes of p_ upon 
Repentance : Manaſſes was the vileſt Siyher _ 
that ever we read of, yet he Repented and was 
pardoned : alſo Mary Magdalen, was the'Chief 
of {inners, for out of her came ſeven Devils, yer 
becauſe ſhe loved much, much was fotgiven her, 
A Man may be a Whoremonger,”' an Adulter- 
e&r, and work Waitch-cratr, and deal with Fami- 
liar Spirits, and yer at lait he may Repent and 
be faved ; and yet [| have heard talk of ſome that 
are ſo fooliſh, as to take the {in of. Fornication 
ro be a {in Unpardonable ; for from Gods own 
words in the fourth Commandment, 1 the Lord 
thy God am a jealons God, viſiting the Sins of the Fathers, 
unto the third and fourth generation : From whence 
they ſay, that Children that are baſe born are 
not ſavecl, unto the third and fourth generation. 
But this 1s a moſt erronious Interpretation of 
Gods Word, it 1s them that hate him, - and 
continue hating of him, that he will viſit their 
Iniquities upon, for Fornicators and Adulterers 
themſelves, may repent and be ſaved, much 
more the Children, who knew nothing, nor 
could help nothing : For Chriſt with his own 

B 2 Mouth 
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Mouth tells the Scribes and Phariſes, Matt, 21. 
I3. that the Publicans and Harlots ſhall enter 
into the Kingdom of Gocl before them ; for 
there 15 no Sin bur js pardonable, except the lin 
againlt the Kcly Ghoſt, But 

Thirdly :, The (in againſt the Holy G52t 15 along 
the {in unto Death, that is, a fin Unpardona- 
ble, never to be forgiven, neither m this 
World, nor in the World to come : Not be- 
cauſe thz Merits of Chriſt is not ſufficientto 

ardon it, for this tin, as well as for all other 
ns, are bur Finite ; whereas the Merits of 
Chriſt are Infinite, | 
06jeF, But what 1s the reaſon then that this 
fin cannot be forgiven ? 

Aniwcr, This Queſtion brings me to the 
fourth thing conſiderable ; do but mind me a 
trle, and 1 will as plain and as clear as I can, 
tell you what the Reaſon is, 

The Reaſon ariſes from the Nature of this 
fin ; for this (in, - by whomſoever it 1s commit- 
ted burdens the heart, and fears the Conici- 
ence, 10 that there is no place for Repentance 
to be-wrouvght,neither for that nor for any other 
jw, This Sins called the Hin azamn't the He- 
ty -Gh:ft ,, not Lecanle it is a Sin aganſt the 
Perſon of the Hely Gut, for {0 15 all Sin againſt 
his Perfon bur it 1s called the Sin'agaiq4 the 
Holy Ghoſt, becauie it is againſt the Office and 
Work of the Hely Gheft, Now every one of the 
gre Perions Dave thei a VW ork :; 

| | the 
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the 


- the Holy Ghoſt tO 


againſt the Holy Ghoſt. 
© + Work! of the Father is.to;:Create , the 
Work of the Son is to Redgetn lo{t Sinhers-z 
and the work of the Holy Ghoſt 15, to' enlivyaren, 
Convince, Sandtifie, and Convert them : .Nbw 
a Man committing this Unpardonabie 4in/ againſt 
the Hely Ghoſt, Rejects all this work of the Spr- 
rit, Now for a Mango be thronghty enlightnefl 
by the Holy /::ft, that he'comes to 'know the 
evil of lin and. of his loſt and undone condition 
without Chriſt, and'that none but the Merits 
of Chrilt can ſave hin] then-for him willfully 
and maliciouſly to oppoſe him;and the work of 
his Spirit , and wlh not he beholding ro hyn 
for Salvation, now for ſuch a.one to be forgiven, 
is utterly impoſlihle, =. ; 

06jz, But why 18.it Impoſſible ? nothing'1s 
Impoſlible with God; <:. +. 1; i 

Anſwer, Nothing is Impoſlible with Gofl 
thar does not unploy a Contradi&tion; but for 
God. to Forgive the {in committed againſt the 
Hely Gb:ſt \mploys a Contradiction : for how 
can he have Pardon given him,; that ntterly re- 
jets it ? As for inftance,; A:Man through 19- 
noratice may deny Chriſt, ' and mulicioully, fall 
from the proven of the truth, into all kind 
oi wickedneſs, as did Saint Paz!, and the Jews 
that Crucified Chriſt : . and yer nor falling a- 


gainit Light and Kpowledge, there i5 room for + # 


| 'k upon him to enlighten 
him, and to convince him of his Folly, and fo 
makes way for Converfion, And beſides, a 
| Man, 


- 


nd 


7 
7 


Of ube JUnjardonali Sin 

Man, 'after hethath been enlighthed; *-ahd 72t 
falts back, «through infirmity and the'weaknefs 
ot uhe tieth,/ as'Perer did," and doth not fall will- 
tully, :and 'muaticiouſty;7then the Holy Ghoſt may 
work: updn.Jim,. and renew him agairs, and 
work'in him wacep {orrox forabuting {0 mach 
Joveſandmercy,-and {oearry on his good work 
amto.dalvarion;''' But for Man then he is once 
enlightned'by the Holy Ghe vw. and has had {ome 
tafte vf:Gods Love and/Favour; and foine fore- 
taite of” thei joys108 Heaven, ''and then at laſt 
utterly oppoling 'this illunjinatirig itwork of the 
S$pirir, and willfully andimaliciouſly to fall a- 
way, and 10 to rejzttthe Spirits renewing work : 
Alas! then the Fiely Ghoſt has:done; he has 'no- 
thing more"that he can work in him; -'for this 
wretched creature has utterly rejeted him ; 
his enlightning work; his convincing, vrork, his 
Eanihng work, he has utrerly rejected Chriſts 
-parxdon, Heaven and all, Now this p6or wretch 
& paſt all hopes of Mercy, all hopes of Pardon, 
nay., for fuch a-one we are forbidden to Pray, 
as You" et in the verſe whereof my Text is a 
part,'' Now: Chriit prayed f6r-thein that mali- 
cronſly Crucifhed him, Tvuke' 23, 34. faying, 
Father forgive them, for they know not what they do, 
Alas ! they knew not what they were doing ; 
for had. they knew ir, thegould not have Cru- 
cified the Lord of GloryF 1. Corinth, 3, 8. But 
3f they had known, and yet Crucihed him, 
Chriſt would not have ſpent his breath to pray 
| or 


ag4inft the Holy Ghoſt. 


for them; for it wouldhave epuyeny in'vain 
| forwhena Man ___ : > - 
|1!- | +lefin; all the pravers bf 'Heaven, *Hor Farthj 
ay can do him-no $6044 to.” as the Text laith, 
nd There ts «'Siudwiq Deaths ON 

ch I ſhall: condutice all with a few Whine 
fk plication, 'and [ill be 4shart as'potFYle,,.br 

ce cauſe this Diſcqutfe will bet large for fo tmall 


me a Book, ; Here is firſt , a word of Comfort ; 
re- Secondly, 'a word'of Coil. - —_— 
aft Firſt, .' A word. of Comfort. It may 'Fe 
the with reading and 


a- courſe, ' your hearts 'Vegmtoake with Far rhat 


ating of this: verri e Dit- 
ſk : _ou have coniritted this 'Utipardonable 1m'; 


no- at | think 1 have.ſuMciehtly proved to you 
ane what it is 3” and I'tell you agauy, 'thar there 
mr; are but few that tkneommit it, "nky, rhere'are 
his millions that areXormenreq m Hell; * yet never 
iſts committed-this Sint :. Nay, further, *afl ignojant 


ch Proteſtant nity through weakeneſs, ard out of, 4 
lon, flavith fear'<tity? Papift, and renounce his pro; 
Ay, teffion, | and'yer-not 'commit thi Unpargona: 
is 4 ble 'Sin againft the Mely* Ghyft : bor ang. it 
tal! out-of * ignorance-and infigpiry, (there way bg 
_—_ Fu tor the CAE Tp, work upon, 
whereby he' may yer be Convert waved, 
Cap JCoUNIS 2, & 08 iba I io 


of the Vnpardopable Sin, 4c, 


Secondly;....L mult, condlpde alſo with a word 
of Cons Firſt, w jery ny againſt 
ced of thoſe 


RY ,.byt above gr eſpecial 


e near to the. {in againſt the Holy 
fo x =E are theſe,,. Hypocrilie, takin 


rd profeſizon 4 Religibn, an 
[Ieant! mpocking.pf Grad ,, (innin 
willf pct gviction ph,Comrience, an 
ainft.orcat Light and Knowledge ; ſinning 
preſumptuouſly, and. with an high hand':. thele 
mo tho none of them axe the dire& lin againſt 
the Holy "oi 4 Dey wallicome yery-near to 
ita. & eo heed of thery, leaſt 
they iy, erg {wry ng yogrto. the commit- 
ting of that Utinpardona le Sin 
And Liftly, 'Labour. to. bei Sincexe in Reli- 
gion, . aod by, a true Fairh,.. ingraft your ſelves 
mto Chriſt ;, for they. that be-with Chriſt can 
never commit this veal donable- Sin ; -- Fo 


25/ this, that'amongit all the Sing committed 

Fallen” Mankind, eres gf SIN, that is 4 

Sin unto Death, "which i 15 the, onable on 

agaiie the Rely Ghoſt 5 which w o10eVer COm- 

sf, hath W} oxgiveneſs, "Relig in this 
W nor in the World to. come. - ” 

{eV what has been faid, and the Lord 
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